
WEDNESDAY ENVELOPE CONTENTS 

 Box Top Information Flyer - youngest student only 
 Room Parent Information - youngest student only 
 Box Top Homeroom Challenge Information  - youngest student only 
 Box Top Product Listing and How It Works Flyer  - youngest student only 
 Boy Scout Information Flyer - Boys in grades K-3 
 

ST. JAMES SCHOOL 
NEW INFORMATION 
A Message from the Principal 
As expected, we had our first case of Covid-19 connected to our school.  We were 
able to work through this situation under the guidance of the Hamilton County Pub-
lic Health Department.  Once the dust settled, one of our parents offered to share 
thoughts on the experience to helpfully calm fears and reassure you that if you find 
your family in this situation, that we will work through things together.  Thank you 
to this parent for sharing the following thoughts. 
 
My Panther has COVID  
 
Dear Parents, 
I was parent #1. We were so excited for school and were part of the Thursday wave. 
We would do whatever it took to be in that building. Thursday was such a joyful day! 
Fast forward 24 hours. Friday morning, our day off, our Panther was sitting on the 
couch under a blanket. During a snuggle, I thought our cub felt warm. Temperature 
of 100.5F. A million fears, thoughts, questions, justifications and explanations went 
through our minds. I didn't sleep and I worried. Finally on Saturday morning, we 
called our pediatrician and got a test. Sunday afternoon, the unimaginable hap-
pened. My Panther was COVID POSITIVE.  
 
I cried, but we had to hold it together for our cub who had questions, including the 
most heart-breaking of all, "Mommy, am I going to die?" How could this be the result 
from a such a minor symptom?!?! After that one time temp, our Panther has been 
their usual self; energetic, demanding and independent. That temp was the only 
symptom. We immediately notified our family and the playmates in our pack. Then I 
had to do the unthinkable... I had to email Mr. Fulmer and Nurse Connie. We were 
devastated and thinking of how our Panther couldn't go to school and were sick at 
the thought of the other families affected after only one day!  
 
And the reaction from our leadership lifted me up when I was feeling so down. "It's a 
virus, there is no shame," followed immediately by, "is your Panther OK? How is your 
cub feeling?" After some questions, we returned to playing. Later that evening, our 
neighbors were reaching out with questions due to a call from school and their quar-
antines due to close contact. I again felt defensive, I felt ashamed, and when I shared 
our news, the reactions were much the same, "Is your cub OK? Can we do anything 
for you?!?!"  
 
I know that along the way, many of you have had questions. This virus is unusual, my 
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husband and I are both negative, and there are questions about quarantining. We are following the 
guidelines set forth by the Health Department, the CDC and our fantastic school. We had a learning plan  
Sunday evening because our teachers prepared for these contingencies. My Panther has been learning from home. I want-
ed to briefly share my journey. I want to assure you all that you will have support and not be demeaned by the school or 
anyone else in our community. These feelings are self-inflicted by our own fears and guilt. We need  
to respect this virus, and take it seriously as it is sneaky and unpredictable and confusing as evidenced by my Panther, 
whose symptom(s) were mild. Our responses to one another should include grace, support and understanding.  
 
As my Panther is getting ready to return to school, I am reflecting on this time. I am grateful that my cub wasn't "sick", I 
am grateful for our teachers, principal and nurse, and I am grateful to all of you for your understanding and flexibility. We 
are so happy to be part of this community! 
 

Christian Service Spirit Day Friday 
Friday is our first Christian Service Spirit Day of the year.  While the students are still permitted to wear spirit wear on a 
daily basis, Friday is more about bringing in a small donation to help a charity.   
 
The 8th Grade Leadership Council has again decided to pair with Magnified Giving for the 2020-2021 school year.  Magni-
fied Giving is a Midwest-based, nonprofit educational organization located in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
Their mission is to educate, inspire, and engage students in philanthropy, and to touch the hearts and minds of teens, 
lighten the concerns of others, and magnify the impact of philanthropy. 
 
As a part of the Magnified Giving program, the 8th grade students will research and write persuasive speeches in English 
class with the help of Miss Bates.  The Leadership Council students will then choose which charity or charities they would 
like to donate the money, which students bring in on Christian Service Spirit Days this school year.    
 
The 8th grade is currently working on researching charities and will announce their decision before our next CSSD.  
 

Emergency Notification Test 
We will be testing our parent notification system over the few days.  Through APNotify, we will be able to send emails, 
text messages, and phone calls much like we have done in the past.  We need to make sure that all contacts are properly 
linked to students and thus receive the messages we send.  This system will be used for emergency notifications includ-
ing snow days and delays as well as to send the links to the E-Envelope.  
  

Upcoming tests of Notify: 
Phone Call—6:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 10 
Text Message—9:00 a.m. on Friday, September 11 
  
If you do not receive one of these communications, please contact Mrs. Linahan via email at  vlinahan@stjameswo.org or 
by calling 741-5333 and leaving a message. 
 

Getting to Know or Getting Reacquainted with PlusPortals 
There are several items found under the "School Links and Files" located on your log in page or your child's home 
page.  Choose the folder "School Folder" to access links to these items.  More items may be added throughout the year. 
 

Northwest Transportation 
Payment in Lieu of (PIL) is for non-public schools that the Northwest School Board has deemed impractical to transport 
to.  In the past all families that have chosen to go to a private school had the Request for Payment in Lieu (PIL) mailed out 
to them.  This process is not only time consuming and cost laden, it was prone to errors such as the form not arriving at 
the families address (moved), not returned, lost in the mail, sent in and lost in the office, or other.   
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To be more cost conscious and reliable, Northwest has put the form on the district website.  This form 
is accessed by visiting NWLSD.ORG and going to the Transportation page.  Once there, a short distance down 
 in the middle is 'Payment in Lieu of Transportation'.  Families will click on this link to open the form.  The form is sim-
ple to fill out.  A separate form will be completed for each child in the family.  This form is now the only accepted sub-
mission for requesting PIL.  No paper form will be mailed or accepted. 
  
The form must be completed by September 30, 2020. 
 

REMINDERS 
8th Grade High School Release of Records  
8th grade parents, please complete the Release of Records Authorization form in the Wednesday Envelope and return 
to the school office by November 1.  This will allow us to send appropriate records to high schools for your child.  There 
is no need to complete any additional records requests from a high school.    
8th Grade High School Release of Records 
 

VIRTUS Child Protection Class 
New volunteers must attend a VIRTUS child protection workshop and complete a selection.com background check 
through your VIRTUS account prior to volunteering.  For details and requirements, please visit the St. James Parish 
webpage, click on the Parish Info tab, and then click on Archdiocese Child Protection Policy.  The next workshop at St. 
James Parish is Tuesday, September 22 at 6:00 p.m.  Register on the St. James Parish website. 
 

CAFETERIA 
NEW INFORMATION 
This Week’s Menu 
Thursday, September 10th 
Soft pretzel with nacho cheese sauce, celery with dip, applesauce, chocolate pudding 
 
Friday, September 11th 
Italian dunkers with marinara sauce, salad with ranch dressing, fruit cocktail, applesauce 
 
Monday, September 14th 
French toast sticks, sausage, mandarin oranges, cucumber with dip 
 
Tuesday, September 15th 
Chicken drummies, mashed potatoes, broccoli, applesauce 
 
Wednesday, September 16th 
Cheese or pepperoni pizza, tater tots, celery with ranch, peaches 
 

Volunteers 

Please see the updated schedule for September’s cafeteria volunteers. 
September Volunteers 

 
REMINDERS 

Student Lunch Accounts 
As in past years, the cafeteria will email you when your student is low on money.  We ask that upon receiving that 
email, that you please send money in the next day to pay off his/her debt and add additional funds to their account.  If 
you need to check their current balance, please feel to contact Mary Oliverio at moliverio@stjameswo.org.  All lunch 
accounts are expected to be kept with a positive balance. 
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Free and Reduced Lunch Program 
St. James School Cafeteria participates in the National School Lunch Program.  Children need healthy meals 
every day to learn.  St. James School Cafeteria offers healthy meals each school day.  Lunch costs $3.00.  Your child may 
qualify for free meals or reduced price meals.  Reduced price is $0.40 lunch.  If you feel you may qualify or would like 
additional information, please contact Mary Oliverio, Cafeteria Manager, at 741-5338 or moliverio@stjameswo.org to 
obtain more information or obtain a packet. 
 
Families who believe they qualify must fill out a packet.  These packets may be obtained from the school office or the 
cafeteria manager. 
 
All families who were receiving free or reduced lunches last school year and wish to reapply must complete a packet 
and return it to Mary Oliverio attn: St. James School Cafeteria NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 2, 2020.  Those who do not 
complete the necessary information will be removed from the program. 
 

ST. JAMES PTO 
NEW INFORMATION 
SJWO Fundraising Opt-Out Form 

You received this form in last week’s Wednesday Envelope. The form can also be found on the St. James School 
webpage under PTO Forms. Please complete and return if you would like to Opt-Out of fundraising activities for the 
PTO during the school year. We recommend keeping a copy of this completed form in your personal files as well since 
important information is listed on how this donation option works. This is an attempt by us to help simplify your life 
and provide options. We invite you to make a tax-deductible donation (in addition to your yearly student fees/dues) to 
the St. James PTO.  This way you can opt-out of the fund-raising portion of the PTO fundraisers and rest assured that 
you have done your part. 
 

Simple Ways To Contribute To The PTO 

Kroger Community Rewards 
IF YOU SHOP AT KROGER, HELP US EARN DOLLARS FOR ST. JAMES PTO! 
Kroger Community Rewards Update: 
Quarterly Statement ending 7-31-2020: We raised $1,937.63 from 292 households! 
Kroger gives St. James PTO a percentage of the sales from purchases by customers who have registered their Kroger 
Plus Card and declared our school their “Community Organization” in the Kroger Community Rewards Program.  If you 
shop at Kroger, you can earn dollars for St. James PTO (DK299).  Not sure if you are registered?  Check the bottom of 
your Kroger receipt, under Kroger Community Rewards, it will say, “You requested Kroger to donate to St. James School 
PTO”. Visit www.kroger.com and login or register your Kroger Plus Card with St. James PTO today (go to my account/
community rewards/select St. James School PTO)!  Already registered?  Ask a family member, neighbor or friend to reg-
ister.  The more we shop, the more we raise!  Help spread the word and encourage at least one new supporter to link 
to St. James School! 
 
Coca-Cola Gives 
Turn your Coca-Cola product purchases into donations to St. James School. To donate, visit https://us.coca-cola.com/
give/schools/, select St. James the Greater School under zip code 45247 and scan or enter product codes from bottle 
caps or cardboard cartons from participating Coca-Cola products. 
 
Box Top$ Program 
For over 20 years, Box Tops for Education has given families an easy way to earn cash for schools, with products they 
already buy. Now you can simply scan your store receipt with the Box Tops mobile app to identify participating prod-
ucts and instantly add cash to our school’s earnings online. St. James is one of the leaders in the area, state, and nation 
for high earning – help continue this tradition! In 2019/20, we earned $2,884.50! For the current year, with only the 
families scanning the app, we are already at $745.00. GREAT JOB. Our 2020/21 goal is $3,000. Please see the infor-
mation on Box Top$ the Wednesday Envelope.  
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For questions about Box Top$, please contact Jessica Deters at jedeters@gmail.com.  
Box Top Information Flyer  
Box Top Homeroom Challenge Information   
Box Top Product Listing and How It Works Flyer 
 

Room Parents Needed! 
We are looking for Room Parent volunteers for each classroom. This year, the role of the room parent will look a little 
different than it has in the past. Please see the form in your child’s Wednesday Envelope and consider volunteering for 
this very important role! 
Room Parent Information  
 

Notes of Appreciation 
Teachers + Staff – a HUGE thank you for your flexibility and resilience during this challenging time, giving the kiddos a 
sense of normalcy and keeping things fun! 
 

Questions for the PTO 
Send emails to: stjpto1844@gmail.com 

Spirit Shop 
As you are all likely aware, the Spirit Shop is online this year. Please see the link below for your spirit wear ordering 
needs: 
Online Spirit Shop 
Pencil Bag Order Form 
Sweatshirt Order Form 
 

ATHLETIC CLUB 

NEW INFORMATION 

Gym and Basketball Coordinator Needed 

The St. James Athletic Club is seeking to fill two very important coordinator roles. A gym coordinator as well as a bas-
ketball coordinator are needed. The gym coordinator position is an immediate fill as the position has opened and gym 
season is quickly approaching. The basketball coordinator will shadow the current coordinator, Andy Thelen, this year 
and then head the position next year. Please contact the Athletic Club if interested. The athletic programs can only suc-
ceed with volunteers so please consider volunteering your time. The Athletic Club website 
is www.stjamespanthers.org. Thanks!   
 

PARENT SUPPORT 

Parent Tips from the Kid Whisperer 
Click here for some parenting tips from the Kid Whisperer. 
 

ST. JAMES PARISH NEWS 

NEW INFORMATION 

Parish Bulletin  
In case you missed this past week’s bulletin, click here to access the information.   
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

NEW INFORMATION 

Interested in Joining Cub Scouts 

Join us for a parent information and sign-up open house on Thursday, September 10, on the "porch" to the Church Hall, 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Or you can sign up via website by September 10 as noted below. To assist with social distancing 
at the sign-up open house, we suggest families with last names of A-M, attend 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.; and N-Z, 7:00 p.m. - 
8:00 p.m.   Cub Scouts Pack 24 at St. James is for all boys in grades kindergarten to 5th grade.  This year, we will focus 
on grade level groups (dens) and any whole group (pack) activities will be outdoors.   
 
If you prefer to sign up via the website, go to http://www.gocubscouts.com/.  For more information or if you're not 
able to attend, please call Cub Master Martin Reid at 513.227.7053 or email reid51@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Notre Dame High School 
Please see the attached flyer for more information regarding upcoming  information nights at Mount Notre Dame High 
School. 
Mount Notre Dame Flyer 
 

Ursuline Academy 

Virtual Information Night for Prospective Families 
Tuesday, September 15, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Prospective parents and students in grades 5-8 are invited to join us for a virtual information night to learn more about 
how Ursuline prepares young women for college and beyond by nurturing their souls, intellects, hearts, and imagina-
tions. You will hear from school leadership, admissions staff, faculty, and students on topics including: 
academics and curriculum, the benefit of surrounding your daughter with girls who love to learn, our counseling de-
partment, community ministries: campus ministry, community service, and diversity & inclusion, clubs and student life, 
athletics, performing arts, the admissions process, and more! 
 
The second hour of this virtual event will include time for Q&A and breakout sessions to go more in depth on the topics 
most interesting to you. All registrants will be sent a link and instructions to join the virtual event via email prior to the 
start of the event. The information session will be recorded and sent to all registered attendees after the event. 
  
Please contact admissions@ursulineacademy.org with any questions. We look forward to seeing you (virtually) soon! 
Ursuline Virtual Information Night Flyer 
  
Financial Aid Information Night Virtual Event 
Wednesday, September 23, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Prospective parents are invited to join us for a virtual information session about how to fund an Ursuline education. 
Topics covered will include:  scholarship opportunities, applying for financial aid using the FACTS application, EdChoice, 
financial aid FAQs, and more! 
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This virtual event will include time for Q&A with representatives from the admissions and finance offic-
es. All registrants will be sent a link and instructions to join the virtual event via email prior to the start of 
the event. The information session will be recorded and sent to all registered attendees after the event. 
  
 Please contact admissions@ursulineacademy.org with any questions. We look forward to seeing you (virtually) soon! 
Ursuline Financial Aid Information Night 
 

REMINDERS 

Girl Scouts 

Please join us for our virtual Robot Building Party! Girls will tap into to their inventive side by creating a robot made 
from items around the house! While the girls design and build their robots, parents and caregivers will learn more 
about Girl Scouts, discover volunteer opportunities, & form troops! Click the link below to register today! 
Questions? Please contact Kristen Woods at 513.619.1442 or kristenwoods@gswo.org. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/robot-building-party-st-james-k-1-families-virtual-registration-117405564203?utm-

medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing 

Girl Scouts Flyer 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PAGE 7 

mailto:admissions@ursulineacademy.org
http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/September/UrsulineFinancialAidNight.jpg
mailto:kristenwoods@gswo.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/robot-building-party-st-james-k-1-families-virtual-registration-117405564203?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/robot-building-party-st-james-k-1-families-virtual-registration-117405564203?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/September/GirlScoutsFlyer.pdf

