
WEDNESDAY ENVELOPE CONTENTS 
• Graduation Night Timeline Information - 8th grade students only 
• Graduation Picture Form and Letter - 8th grade students only 
• Iowa/CoGat Testing Results - grades 2-8 only 
 

ST. JAMES SCHOOL 
NEW INFORMATION 
A Message rom the Principal 
I am happy to announce that I have selected Ms. Tanya Firestone to fill the role of as-
sistant principal for the 2022-2023 school year. Tanya has a great deal of experience 
related to curriculum and instructional coaching that I believe will help support our 
academic endeavors. Prior to coming to St. James, Tanya spent over ten years in the 
field of curriculum design and assessment at the elementary, secondary and college 
levels. Before that she taught Language Arts at both the elementary and college levels. 
Tanya has extensive knowledge and experience in literacy, workshop facilitation, prob-
lem solving and composition. I think she will bring a unique approach to our already 
established academic excellence at St. James School. Please join me in congratulating 
her on her new role.  
 

Olympic Day – Friday, May 20 
Olympic Day will be held this Friday, May 20.  The entire school will be participating in 
fun games for the day at our athletic fields!  Just a few short reminders: 
• Students should pack a disposable lunch. 
• Students should bring a filled water bottle with their name on it.  We will have water 

stations set up. 
• Students are permitted to be out of uniform.  Each student will be given an Olympic 

Day t-shirt the day of the event to wear (provided by the PTO). 
• Students must wear gym shoes. 
• If Olympic Day is cancelled due to weather conditions, the students are still permit-

ted to be out of uniform.  Please wear Christian Service Spirit Wear. 
• If Olympic Day is cancelled due to weather, the school cafeteria will not be open that 

day and they should pack a lunch. 
• We encourage you to apply sunscreen before arriving at school.  You may want to     
 consider a hat as well.  
 
Olympic Day is successful private school event thanks to Parents who have 
signed up in advance to help with the games. Volunteers who are willing to help 
at games and Safe Parish approved are appreciated. We cannot have people 
show up the day of to just come to watch and not on the approved list at the 
Check In table.  
 

Class of 2022 Graduation Timeline 

Please see the attached information regarding the specific timeline for the evening of 
graduation on Wednesday, May 25. 
Graduation Evening Timeline 
 
As a reminder:  All 8th grade families will be assigned a pew for graduation.  Each pew 
will likely fit approximately eight guests.  Some are larger than others, some smaller.  
 Click here for more events 

 
 

Wednesday, May 18 
Final School Mass 

Passing of the Light Ceremony 
8:30 a.m. 

 
Thursday, May 19 

8th Grade Zoo Field Trip 
 

Friday, May 20 
Olympic Day 

 
Monday, May 23 

Olympic Day Rain Date 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
8th Grade Special Activities 

 
Wednesday, May 25 
8th Grade Graduation 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, May 26 
Year End Parties 

 
Friday, May 27 

Last Day of School 
 

Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 18, 2022 

UPCOMING  
EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY E-ENVELOPE 
St. James School 

http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/May/Graduationnighttimeline.pdf
http://www.stjameswo.org/Calendars.aspx


Early Release Day 
Friday, May 27, is an Early Release Day, as well as the last day of school.  Students will be dismissed at 1:05 
p.m.  Lunch will not be provided.  Students are encouraged to bring in water and a healthy snack to have during the 
day.  Busing will run as normal at 1:05 p.m.  The child care program will begin at 1:05 p.m. and will serve lunch to those 
students. 
 

Library 
The library will be closed next week for inventory. All students will have their final library visit with their Reading class 
this week, if they have not already.  Please make sure that all library books that you have at home are turned in no lat-
er than Friday, May 20.   
Final notices will be coming home and report cards may be held for any outstanding library books or fines.   
 

Iowa Testing Results 
Today, students in grades 2-8 are receiving the score reports from the CogAT and Iowa assessments which were admin-
istered in March.  As you review your child’s results, please remember that scores are not reported as a percentage 
correct, but rather as a national percentile rank, standard score, or normal curve equivalent score.  These scores can be 
used to help you see your child’s performance on this particular assessment in comparison to others who took the as-
sessment, as well as to see the growth of a student from year to year.   
 
Additionally, using the CogAT data from assessments, a predicted percentile rank (PNPR) is also calculated.  This score 
indicates how well a child is predicted to perform on the Iowa tests by using the measure of ability assessed through 
the CogAT in grades 2, 5, and 7.  Thus, student predicted scores in grades 2, 3, and 4 use CogAT data from grade 2, 
while student predicted scores in grades 5 and 6 use CogAT data from grade 5, and student predicted scores in grades 
7 and 8 use CogAT data from grade 7.   
  
Additional information regarding interpreting your child’s scores on the Iowa can be found below.  I would encourage 
you to take some time to explore these resources to better understand what your child’s scores mean.   
  

The following information comes from the University of Iowa with regard to Iowa Assessments.  
 
National Standard Score (NSS) 
The National Standard Score, or NSS, describes performance on a continuum from kindergarten through high school.  
The continuum is based on scores from testing thousands of students and determining where students at certain grade 
levels fall within a range. 
  
The achievement continuum connected with the Iowa Assessments is divided into three categories: Non Proficient, 
Proficient, and Advanced. Using these scores allows teachers, parents, and students to track not only proficiency at a 
test time, but year-to-year growth. 
 
National Percentile Ranking (NPR) 
The Iowa Assessments also include a National Percentile Ranking (NPR).  This compares a student’s score with others in 
the nation in the same grade who took the test at the same time of year.  The NPR is based on a scale of 1 to 99, so if a 
third grade student receives a 75 that means the student did as well or better than 75 percent of other third graders in 
the nation taking the test at the same time. 
The NSS will be the more important indicator of student achievement, as it will be easier to track one student’s growth 
year to year, instead of compared to other students. 
  
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
Since CogAT’s inception, the authors have encouraged a focus on the student’s scores on the three separate CogAT 
batteries rather than on the student’s composite score.  The scores on the three batteries make up a student’s score 
profile.  CogAT score profiles identify both the level of the student’s scores and the pattern of scores across the batter-
ies.  In the short paragraph at the bottom of the score report, you’ll see an “Ability Profile.” 
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The Iowa and CogAT assessments provide one measure of student ability, achievement, and growth.  
Thus, while these assessments are important and valuable, they should not be used as the sole measure-
ment of your child’s abilities and skills.  Like any assessment, it is understood that there can be any number of fac-
tors which impact student achievement in any given year.  However, as a standardized measure of ability and per-
formance, they provide useful information as we plan for student placement and evaluate instructional practice.  It 
is in this light that we use the testing data each year.  Should you have additional questions regarding your child’s 
score report, please do not hesitate to contact his or her teacher.   
  

Lost and Found Items 
There are many items in our lost and found.  If your student is missing something, please have them check the lost 
and found in the Panther Pit.  All unclaimed items will be donated after June 1. 
  

Grouping Information 
As the 2021-2022 school year draws to a close, teachers are hard at work on Math and Reading placements for 
next school year.  The reality is that the majority of our students are working at grade level and meeting, even ex-
ceeding, grade level standards.  A smaller number of our students work at an accelerated pace.  Groupings for the 
2022-2023 school year will reflect this reality. 
  
You may receive communication next week from your child’s teacher concerning their grouping for next year.  
Some students may be adjusted to a higher level and some may be adjusted to a level more appropriate for their 
performance in comparison to their peers.  Sometimes students will be moved because other students have out-
performed them or progressed at a higher rate.  We ask that you respect our work in analyzing data and our exper-
tise in reading and math education.  We place students where the data dictates and where we feel they will be 
most successful.   We want what is best for your child while also balancing what is best for all of our students.  It is 
our hope that every student is placed so that they are challenged yet can find success within their class. 
 

REMINDERS 

7th Grade Parents - Order Class of 2023 8th Grade Shirt 
If you are interested in ordering a Class of 2023 shirt for your child, please complete the order form no later than 
Friday, May 20.  The cost of the shirt is $10.00 and will be added to your FACTS account at the beginning of the 
school year.  T-Shirt will be delivered to homerooms on Kick Off Day in August. 
Class of 2023 T-Shirt Order Form 
 

Supply List 

For those wanting to get a jump start on school supply shopping, the student supply list for next year is linked be-
low.  The supply list will also be accessible on our website under the Current Families tab. 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade Supply List 
2nd and 3rd Grade Supply List 
4th and 5th Grade Supply List 
6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Supply List 
  

Chromebooks For Grades 6-8 

For students in grades 6-7 who have been taking their Chromebooks home every night, the last day they will be 
able to do that is Friday, May 20.  On Monday, May 23 all laptops and cords need to be returned and the carts in 
their homeroom will be rewired. They will be able to use them in class, but they will no longer be able to bring 
them home each night. 8th grade will be turning in their cords and Chromebooks on Tuesday, May 24. They will be 
assessed for any damages and letters sent home regarding payments. If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Linahan at  vlinahan@stjameswo.org.  
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Yearbook Sale Time 

It’s that time of year!  All sales will be done online through the Lifetouch website:   
https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/Order/SelectStudent?isAdvertisementOnly=False   
Once you are in the website it will ask you for our school code which is  2431822 
 
Don’t miss out on ordering a Yearbook this year!  If you have any questions please contact Miss Wiesman  
kwiesman@stjameswo.org Yearbooks will be delivered to homerooms at the start of next school year. 
 

CAFETERIA 
NEW INFORMATION 

This Week’s Menu 
You can also find the lunch calendar online at our website. 
Thursday, May 19 
Hard shell taco, corn and black bean salsa, cucumber with ranch, applesauce, salad bar with chili 
 
Friday, May 20 
Olympic Day - No Cafeteria 
 
Monday, May 23 
French toast sticks, sausage, broccoli with dip, pineapple, salad bar with chili 
 
Tuesday, May 24 
Chicken zoo drummies, mashed potatoes, green beans, applesauce, salad bar with chili 
 
Wednesday, May 25 
Cheese or pepperoni pizza, tater tots, celery with dip, applesauce, salad bar with chili 
 
Thursday, May 26 
Nachos with cheese, red jello, pears, carrots with dip, salad bar with chili 
 
Friday, May 27 
Early Release Day - No Cafeteria - Remember to bring a healthy snack and water 
 

REMINDERS 
Lunch Balances 

This is a reminder that all lunch accounts must be paid in full before the end of the school year.  Any remaining mon-
ey left on lunch accounts will carry over to the next school year; however, no debt can carry over.  
 
If you have questions or would like to know how much your student has left on their account, please contact Mary 
Oliverio at moliverio@stjameswo.org  
 

Cafeteria Menu 
Please see the attached menu for May. 
May Menu 
 

Volunteers 

Please see the attached May cafeteria volunteers. 
May Cafeteria Volunteers-Revision 1 
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ST. JAMES PTO 

NEW INFORMATION 

Ball Drop Sales – LIVE ON FRIDAY! 

The long-awaited Ball Drop is happening during Olympic Day THIS FRIDAY!  Be sure to watch the ball drop LIVE on Face-
book at about 2:00 PM! Thanks to everyone who sold and purchased tickets! We raised $29,225! This is the largest 
amount EVER raised for Ball Drop! Congratulations to the Class of 2022 for winning the grade challenge! Enjoy your trip 
to the zoo! 
 

Olympic Day THIS FRIDAY 
Please be sure to send students to school with sunscreen on, a brown bag lunch with their name on it and a refillable 
water bottle. Hats and sunglasses are highly recommended. They should be dressed with appropriate gym shorts, gym 
shoes and a T-shirt that day. They will change into their class Olympic Day shirts at school. Rain out date is Monday 
5/23. Volunteer emails with specific game assignments have been emailed. If you did not get details please let Jenna 
know at warmothjenna@gmail.com   
 
Parents: Remember to wear a Red shirt, sunscreen, and bring a refillable water bottle. Please do not park in front of 
the school. Parking is available at the St. James baseball fields or the Church parking lot only. Volunteers must be Safe 
Parish approved.   
 
Olympic Day is successful private school event thanks to parents who have signed up in advance to help with the 
games. Volunteers who are willing to help at games and Safe Parish approved are appreciated. We cannot have peo-
ple show up the day of to just come to watch and not on the approved list at the check in table. 
 

Notes of Appreciation 
Thank you to Angela Hase, Lauren Neyer, Vanessa Schweer and Laura Boerger for all of their hard work on the Ball 
Drop Fundraiser!! 
 
Thank you to all of our parent volunteers who have helped the PTO all school year! We couldn’t pull all of these events 
off if it wasn’t for your help. We are SO grateful for each and every one of you! 
 

REMINDERS 

Facebook 

Be sure to like the “St James PTO” Facebook Page to get updates on PTO! (search for “St James PTO” with  
no period) 
 

Questions for the PTO? 
Send emails to: stjpto1844@gmail.com 
 

ST. JAMES ATHLETIC CLUB NEWS 

NEW INFORMATION 
Soccer and Football  
Soccer and Football signups are currently open and can be found at www.stjamespanthers.org. Soccer signups are clos-
ing mid June so please signup before the deadline. 
 

Cheerleading  
Cheer signups will be opening in the next few weeks. Be on the lookout for the email announcing registration is open. 
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ST. JAMES PARISH NEWS 

NEW INFORMATION 

Parish Bulletin  
In case you missed this past week’s bulletin, click here to access the information.   
 

Patriotic Rosary 
To show our parish’s support for this important cause, the St. James LIFE Ministry invites everyone to pray the patriotic 
rosary for our country and religious freedom after the 8:30 Mass on Monday, July 4th . We will meet in front of the 
school where we will pray the rosary. Feel free to bring chairs and umbrella for shade. This would be a great way to 
start your 4th of July celebration. See attached for more information. 
Patriotic Rosary 
 

REMINDERS 

Parish Festival 
Please see the attached flyer for more information about items being collected for the basket raffle for the Parish Festi-
val. 
Parish Festival Raffle Basket Flyer  
 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

NEW INFORMATION 

St. James Parish Credit Union - BRIGHT FUTURE 
Your financial future will be bright when you develop good savings habits. Deposit at least $10 on Saver Saturday, April 
2nd or May 7th or any day during the month of April and/or May and receive a bright reward.  (Limit 1) 
 

School Belles 

Please see the attached flyers for more information regarding sales and summer hours. 
Memorial Day Sale 
Summer Hours 
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