
WEDNESDAY ENVELOPE CONTENTS 
 John Merritt High School Scholarship Information - 8th grade students only 
 John Merritt Grade School Scholarship Information - youngest only grades 3-7 
 ESAP Scholarship Program Information - 7th grade students only 
 

ST. JAMES SCHOOL 
NEW INFORMATION 

A Message from the Principal 
St. James (White Oak) is a small and close community.  Many people are close friends 
and even many being related to one another, which demonstrates the beautiful legacy 
and tradition of our school.  One drawback to this tight circle is that people talk, and 
then those people talk, and it goes on and on.  I want to ask that you are cautious of 
the things you are saying about our staff members out in public and on social media.  
These comments often circle back to our staff members and it can be very hurtful and 
deflating.  If you have questions or concerns about what a teacher is doing, please 
reach out to them.  If that doesn’t work, reach out to me.   
 
There is a severe teacher shortage in our nation and we are so lucky to have this tre-
mendous staff working so hard every day.  I am extremely proud of our staff at St. 
James School.  They are the most dedicated people I have ever worked with.  They 
love your children deeply and work to build up the Kingdom of God on earth each and 
every day.  Our staff is not compensated nearly what they deserve, as with all Catholic 
School teachers, but they commit nonetheless, day in and day out to serve.  We are so 
very blessed to have them.  
 
May God Bless you, 
Chrissy Riggins 
Principal 
 

Happy Catholic Schools Week 

We are in the midst of the celebration of Catholic Schools Week!  Why do we cele-
brate this week each year and why is it such a big deal?  Well, students tend to enjoy 
all of the fun activities, different schedules, and of course, kids day.  We certainly want 
students to have fun at school and make memories of these special experiences.  
More importantly, we set aside this week as a reminder to all of us how lucky we are 
to have a Catholic education for our children and parish community.  It is a reminder 
of why we, as parents, chose a Catholic school versus other options. 
 
During this week, we also take time to thank the many people and groups that make 
this Catholic education possible at St. James.  Tomorrow, on Thursday, we celebrate 
our staff.  I am deeply proud of our staff. They make my job so fulfilling each day.  
They are my colleagues and friends. They go above and beyond to help our kids no 
matter the circumstances. On Friday we celebrate the amazing students we have at St. 
James—without them we wouldn’t be here.  I also want to thank you, our parents, for 
continuing to choose a Catholic education for your children.  Please know that we are 
grateful for each of our families and that you are all an important part of our school 
community.   

Click here for more events 

 
Thursday, February 2 

Teacher  
Appreciation  

Day 
 

Math Mania Packets Due 
 

Friday, February 3 
Kids Day 

Full out of uniform 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
4th Grade Mini Musical 

7:00 p.m. 
Church Hall 

 
Thursday, February 9 
Confirmation Liturgy 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, February 10 
Christian Service Spirit Day 

 
Monday, February 13 

No School 
Teacher In-Service Day 

 
Tuesday, February 14 
Valentine Day Parties 

Grades K-3 
2:10 p.m. 

 
Thursday, February 16 

Early Dismissal 
1:05 p.m. 

 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

1:30—8:00 p.m. 
 

No afternoon Child Care  
Program 

February 1, 2023 

UPCOMING  
EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY E-ENVELOPE 
St. James School 

http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/February/JohnMerrittHighSchoolScholarship.pdf
http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/February/JohnMerrittGradeSchoolScholarship.pdf
http://www.stjameswo.org/portals/stjameswo/Resources/WednesdayE-Envelope/February/ESAPScholarshipProgramInformation.pdf
http://www.stjameswo.org/Calendars.aspx


Thank you for all that you do as parents to support your children.  The love and energy you put in 
makes our jobs much easier as educators.  
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Once again, conferences will occur both virtually and face to face, using Google Meet video conferencing or by tele-
phone for the virtual option.  Once you schedule a slot through Pick-A-Time, teachers will reach out with a video or 
phone conference invitation if you are scheduled during the virtual window of 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, February 16 from 1:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  In order to allow for 
more meaningful discussions to take place, there are limited time slots available for those grades.  Parents of grades 3-8 
will receive feedback from teachers in the Wednesday Envelope whether they feel a conference is needed or not needed 
at this time.  We hope this will help you to determine if a conference is necessary or not needed.  While you are still wel-
come to schedule a conference if you feel it is necessary, by following the teachers’ feedback you will be helping us 
maintain time for those students who would benefit most from a conference.   

  
We will once again be using an online program called Pick-A-Time for parents to sign up for conferences for all grade 
levels.  Please click on the directions below for scheduling your conference appointments.  The conference scheduler will 
be available beginning today at 4:00 p.m.  Conferences can be made back-to-back so it is very important to be on time 
for all appointments.  Our teachers will work very hard to start and end all conferences on time and keeping a confer-
ence to its time slot.  All appointments must be finalized by Friday, February 10 at 11:00 p.m.  At that time, the confer-
ence scheduler will be closed so that teachers have adequate time to prepare for conferences.  Should you need to can-
cel after the conference scheduler has been closed, please call the school office at 741-5333.  We hope that Pick-A-Time 
will once again prove to be a convenient and effective means of scheduling conferences. 
Conference Directions 
  

The Catholic Education Foundation – Due February 3 

The Catholic Education Foundation for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is now accepting applications for needs-based tui-
tion assistance to elementary school students for the 2023-2024 school year.  In order to apply, families must complete 
the FACTS Grant and Aid Application.  (FACTS is the tuition collection program used at St. James already.)  Applications 
must be received by February 3, 2023.  Eligible families can be awarded up to $1,200 per student to attend St. James 
next year.  Funds will be distributed based on the assessed financial need of families and will be without distinguishing 
between families based on religion or parishioner status.  Please share this information with any families considering a 
Catholic education next year.  For more information or to apply, click here.  
Catholic Education Foundation Flyer   
 

John Merritt Scholarship 

This week’s Wednesday envelope will include information about the John Merritt Scholarship.  The high school scholar-
ship information will be sent both as a hard copy as well as an electronic link for all 8th grade students.  The grade school 
scholarship will only be included electronically.  See the links below for both scholarships. The deadline for the scholar-
ship application is March 3, 2023. Both are to be submitted to the parish office.  
John Merritt High School Scholarship Information 
John Merritt Grade School Scholarship Information 
 

 7th Grade Parents – Scholarship Opportunity 

Each year, ESAP is pleased to offer the Butch and Karen Hubert Scholarship Program to current 7th grade students.  The 
program is for current 7th grade students who will be going into the 8th grade next year.  One boy and one girl from St. 
James School will be chosen.  To be considered for the scholarship, current 7th grade students must submit the applica-
tion and essay postmarked to ESAP by March 1.  The scholarship amount is $1,000 per student.  An application with ad-
ditional information can be found in the Wednesday Envelope for 7th grade students. 
ESAP Scholarship Program Information 
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REMINDERS 

8th Grade Yearbook Info 

Hello 8th grade students and parents.  The yearbook staff would like to put a younger picture of your son or daughter 
in this year's  yearbook.  The picture will be the same size as their 8th grade picture, and it can be a picture from any-
where between the ages of birth to 1st grade.  If a picture is not submitted we will default to using their 1st grade pic-
ture if on file.  You can either email a copy to kwiesman@stjameswo.org, or send in a hard copy for scanning.  Please 
make sure the subject of the email is baby picture with your son or daughter's name.  This is different from pictures 
being sent in for the 8th grade video!  Please submit a picture no later than Thursday February 15, 2023.   
The Yearbook Staff 
 

St. James Parish Tuition Assistance 
St. James will be utilizing FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment to determine financial need for tuition assistance here at St. 
James.  FACTS provides an online application for families.  A family’s tax and income information can either be 
scanned and emailed or sent via mail to the company directly.  The deadline for applications for St. James tuition as-
sistance is April 15, 2023, for the 2023-2024 school year.  If you have applied for aid for a high school and also want to 
be considered for St. James, you will need to upload your 2022 tax information before the deadline.  You do not need 
to reapply; you just need to update your information. This is also the process if you applied for the Archdiocesan Fi-
nancial Aid.  Just update your 2022 information before April 15  so your results will be sent to us to be considered for 
parish aid. The application can be completed at https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3XHJJ.  If you have any questions 
about tuition assistance or the application process, please contact Amy Klosterman, St. James Parish Business Manag-
er, at 741-5320. 
 

CAFETERIA 
NEW INFORMATION 

This Week’s Menu 
You can also find the lunch calendar online at our website. 
 
Thursday, February 2 
Hard shell tacos, Mexican fiesta rice, cucumber with dip, pears, salad bar with chili 
 
Friday, February 3 
Italian dunkers with marinara sauce, salad with ranch dressing, applesauce, salad bar with chili 
 
Monday, February 6 
Waffles, sausage, broccoli with dip, pears, salad bar with chili 
 
Tuesday, February 7 
Chicken zoo drummies, mashed potatoes, green beans, applesauce, salad bar with chili 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
Cheese or pepperoni pizza,  French fries, carrots with dip, pineapple, salad bar with chili 
 

Volunteers 

Please see the attached revised list for February cafeteria volunteers. 
February cafeteria volunteer—Revision 1 
 

REMINDERS 
Cafeteria Menu 
Please see the attached menu for February. 
February Menu  
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ST. JAMES PTO 
NEW INFORMATION 
Math Mania 
Don’t forget to send in Math Mania! Packets and donations are due TOMORROW!! Just a reminder, 
the math pages must be completed in order to receive the incentives, even if you chose the “PTO Fundraising Opt-
Out”. Essentially, if you chose the “PTO Fundraising Opt-Out”, you do not have to raise money for Math Mania, how-
ever, the math pages have to be completed and returned to their teacher to receive the out of uniform incentive. 
Math Mania Instruction Sheet 
Math Mania Pledge Sheet 
Kindergarten Math Mania Packet 
Grade 1 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 2 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 3 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 4 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 5 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 6 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 7 Math Mania Packet 
Grade 8 Math Mania Packet 
 

Spirit Shop Hours 
The spirit is now only open on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 8:15- 9:15. It will be open again on Febru-
ary 9th for all of your spirit shop needs! 
 

Notes of Appreciation 
Daytime Committee – thank you to Angela Hase and Sherry Shoemaker for all of your hard work on the 6th Grade 
Grandparent/Special Friend event! 
 
Evening Committee – thank you to Marielle Schmidt and Ashley Stegeman for coordinating the St. James Cyclones 
event! A great time was had by all! 
 

Uniform Sweatshirts 

Please see the attached uniform sweatshirt order form. 
Uniform Sweatshirt Order Form 
 

REMINDERS 

Questions for the PTO? 
Send emails to: stjpto1844@gmail.com 
 

ATHLETIC CLUB NEWS 
NEW INFORMATION 
Sports Registrations 
Signups for softball and track are currently open. Softball signups will close on 02/17/2023. 
 

REMINDERS 

St. James Golf Outing 
Save the Date for the St. James golf outing. This great event will take place on Friday 4/28 at Aston Oaks Golf Club 
and all proceeds benefit the student-athletes of St James. Be on the lookout for registration information in the com-
ing weeks. 
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ST. JAMES PARISH NEWS 

NEW INFORMATION 

Parish Bulletin  
In case you missed this past week’s bulletin, click here to access the information.   
 

REMINDERS 

Festival 2023 
The Parish Festival Committee held its opening meeting this past Sunday, January 22 to discuss the viability of the festi-
val and its current needs to continue.  Please see the attached cover letter and list of positions that are still open.  
Please consider volunteering. 
Parish Festival Cover Letter 
Parish Festival Open Position Listing   
 

Fish Fry 2023—Volunteers Needed 
Time to sign up to volunteer! 
Our 2023 Fish Fry is fast approaching! Please join us for good food and fellowship every Friday from February 24th – 
March 31st from 4:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. in the Church Hall. We will once again be serving our delicious baked and fried 
fish, shrimp, LaRosa’s pizza, North College Hill bakery bread, and Servatii’s pretzels. 
 
As always, this event would not be possible without the hundreds of volunteers who donate their time. There are many 
opportunities to get involved so please sign-up now. What a better way to meet other parishioners if you are new to 
the church or school! It is as simple as visiting our website at www.stjamesfishfry.org and clicking on 
‘Volunteers.’ We would love to have each school family work a shift sometime over these 6 weeks. It is only 2 hours of 
your time and can be so much fun! If you have any questions, please email Dianne Hergenrother at  
dianneherg@yahoo.com . 
  
Please volunteer with us! Hope to see you! 
The Fish Fry Committee 
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